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Thomas Arnolds



Thomas Arnolds

In his work, Thomas Arnolds pursues the fundamental interest in con-
stantly re-exploring the possibilities and conditions of painting. In doing 
so, he develops a complex and at the same time consistent position that 
negotiates central issues of the medium in a coherent balance of at first 
glance contradicting designs: abstraction vs. Figuration; minimal vs. ge-
stural; Space vs. Image; Surface vs. Matter or hard-edge vs. Duct and free 
drawing ... the essence of his pictures lies in their surprising but always 
concise combination.

The visual vocabulary manifests itself as broadly as it is consistent - in-
teriors, tool fragments and banal everyday objects meet crude bonsai 
arrangements, architectural forms or the iconography of ancient column 
arrangements. The correct representation of the selected image content 
is of secondary importance, rather the motifs serve as placeholders or a 
pure ‚occasion‘ to step in front of the canvas at all. 

Arnolds always works in series, but deliberately does not develop his 
work linearly in clearly defined groups of works. Based on an initial, con-
ceptual penetration, what has already been introduced is mixed up in the 
process and is confronted with new technology or changed painterly ac-
cess. The fundamental meaning of ‚matter color‘ remains constant, which 
Thomas Arnolds always knows how to use in its deep quality between 
materiality and volume, between symbolism and metaphysical aspects.

Thomas Arnolds has created a set of instruments that are as precise as 
they can be used variably, a ‚free set of rules‘ between intellect and gut-
feeling, reflection and anarchy, with which he pushes his ouevre forward 
as a radical proposal on painting.



RUN (D/F) 4001 2022, oil on canvas, 2 parts, 200 x 150 cm
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RUN (DOWNHILL), 2022, Jahn und Jahn, Munich
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MALEREI, 2022 , Nosbaum Reding, Luxembourg
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RUN 2  2020; oil on canvas; 20 x 400 cm 
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RUN / Bold (w1) 2020; oil on vanvas; 2 parts; 250 x 400 cm 
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exhibtion view: K60, Berlin 2020
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RUN (bold) 2020; oil on vanvas; 250 x 400 cm 
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RUN (Spezial)  2020; oil on vanvas, 2 parts; 200 x 400 cm 
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exhbition view: Duktusinduziert ; Leopold-Hösch-Museum, 2018
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RUN (orange county) 2019; oil on vanvas; 200 x 150 cm 
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Double Sunday 2018; oil on canvas; 200 x 150 cm



exhbition view: Duktusinduziert ; Leopold-Hösch-Museum, 2018
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titles ? 2018; oil on canvas; 250 x 200 each0
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MARB  2018; oil on canvas; 270 x 190 cm
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exhibition view: Duktusinduziert ; Leopold-Hösch-Museum, 2018



„....I needed an impetus to paint (...) and then all I did was to exchange all the 
painting vocabulary that was there, or use it to create new compositions, and 
from this practice there emerged a new reality, the reality of painting....“

„...In any case, the starting point for my project on painting was this serial mode 
of working. That‘s the concept“ 

„I reconstruct things in a painting of course...(...) And I use this vocabulary for-
nally as well, because it gives me a form...but of course also a content that I can 
control...“

   (Thomas Arnolds 2020)

Thomas Arnolds



GRID (WEB) 8  2019; oil on canvas; 150 x 180 cm 
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GRID (WEB) 5  2019; oil on canvas; 115 x 90 cm 
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GRID (WEB) 4  2019; oil on canvas; 180 x 230 cm 
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exhibition view: Ort und Hall ; Galerie Jahn&Jahn München 2019
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studioview  2017
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exhibition view: Thomas Arnolds ; Kunstverein Reutlingen 2014
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OT 2014; oil on canvas; 200 x 150 cm 
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OT 2014; oil on canvas; 200 x 150 cm 
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exhibition view: Luft ; Galerie Hammelehle und Ahrens, Köln 2013
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Luft 13 2013; oil on canvas; 250 x 200 cm 
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Luft 7 / Luft 8 2013; oil on canvas; each 115 x 90 cm 
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O3 2012; oil on canvas; 230 x 180 cm 
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O4  2012; oil on canvas; 230 x 180 cm 
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Grad 4 2011; oil on canvas; 80 x 115 cm 
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Grad 2 2011; oil on canvas; 200 x 150 cm 
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Grad 6 2011; oil on canvas; 250 x 400 cm 
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exhibition view: „Der Westen leuchtet“, Kunstmuseum Bonn 2010
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exhibition view: „Der Westen leuchtet“, Kunstmuseum Bonn 2010



Küche 1 2008; oil on canvas; 250 x 400 cm 
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Schrank 2008; oil on canvas; 250 x 400 cm 
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Spazieren (International) 2009; oil on canvas; 115 x 90 cm 



Thomas Arnolds

Spazieren 1  2008; oil on canvas; 200 x 150 cm 
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Spazieren 2  2008; oil on canvas; 200 x 150 cm 



„...exactly...I believe that this forms something like a starting point (...) 
– the beginning of gesturally induced hard-egde painting.“

  (Thomas Arnolds 2020)
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biography

1975 born in Geilenkirchen, lives and works in Cologne
1994-97 training as stonemason and sculptor
2001-06 University of Fine Arts Braunschweig (Prof. W. Dahn)
2006  Foundation of F.Y.W. with Tim Berresheim and 
 Christian Collmer
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2022 Run (Modern Cold), ak contemporary, Cologne, DE (s) 
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 Cologne (s)
 
 


